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The MaX-Files  
CAPT Chris Stephenson 
Commanding Officer 

Greetings. 
 

Boy it sure is great to have the newsletter back... *sarcasm*  In all 
honesty I don’t see it as a lot of work, just a lot of typing and such.  
The hardest part is just the arranging, not to mention getting story 
writing and everything.  But, the fact that about three of   you actu-

ally read this keeps me going. 
 

This is our anniversary month, and in honor of that I’m putting some 
snippets of some classic entries in the newsletter (Also found in our 
Anthology, released this month.)  It’s also the month of the last ever 
Star Wars movie, Episode 3: Revenge of the Sith.  So there’s a few 
pictures and articles scattered around as well. Due to the crazy busi-
ness of the last few months, and the next month (Anthology, Behind 
the Trek, Marcon, Trek Putt) There will be no new “Beyond the Fi-

nal Frontier” until July, when that and other stories will resume. 
 

We’ve been doing so much lately that it’s hard to remember what 
we’ve been doing.  As of this entry, the aforementioned Anthology 
“Journey to the Stars” has been released.  It runs right around $20 
(without shipping) and can be ordered through Susan.  It has 463 

pages full of pictures, history of the Maximillian, and stories written 
by everyone from Rob Lyon to John Chubb.  And the cover looks 

pretty too. 
 

The Enterprise finale at the Continent theatre was May the 13th, and 
I’d like to thank Starbase Columbus for making that possible for us 

to attend. 
 

“Behind the Trek”, the theatrical premiere of our 13 year retrospec-
tive, took place, and was described by at least one Admiral as 

“Awesome.”  It will also be played at Marcon for anyone that could 
not attend. 

 
Coming up for the remainder of this month:  The premiere of Star 

Wars, which we might be participating in the line party for, Marcon, 
of course, with our big - time table, and the revenge of the Card-

board Tube Samurai (With actual cheorography by Cora!), and Trek 
Putt VI, which next year will be moved to July because there’s TOO 

MUCH HAPPENING IN MAY! And then Robin will leave us… 
*sniff* 

 
I wanted to say a special thanks to Charles, who has worked and put 
so much effort and his own money into the Calendar project.  Thank 

you Charles. 
 

I also wanted to say thank you to my command staff, for putting up 
with me for another year,  and to the 
Admiralty, for guiding me into too 

many ideas. 
 

Live Wrong and Slobber! 
Captain Chris Stephenson 

 
  

First Officer’s Report 
CMDR Robin Goldblum 

Executive Officer/Chief Medical Officer  

    Greetings fellow Maxers!  My away mission to 
the Interplanetary Veterinary Conference has al-
most come to an end; in fact, by the time you read 
this, I will be back on duty.  The conference, held 
on the Coral Spring Animal Planet, has been ex-
tremely informative in regards to the subject of 
animal medicine.  Great advances are being made 
in the field of our furry, scaly and feathered 
friends.  
 
    There were a couple of very funny incidences 
during the conference that I will share here.  The 
problem of young animals eating inappropriate 
items will forever plague the galaxy.  One little 
dog, a cute King Charles Spaniel, apparently 
wanted to be very close to her owner when she ate 
a particular object.  The tricorder identified it as 
some sort of clothing but imagine our surprise 
when we pulled out a thong (this is an undergar-
ment of earth women)!  Another hilarious moment 
was during an examination of a female Andorian 
snowcat with a bad attitude.  The owner of this 
eight-month old cat had never had a complete scan 
of their animal done.  Amazingly, it turned out to 
be a male cat! 
 
     On the entertainment front, I have been thor-
oughly enjoying the last episodes of Enterprise.  
The show has finally come into its own and is be-
ing cut short by cancellation.  I am sure the final 
episode will be good up on the big screen at the 
Continental. Have fun!! 

Security Report  
LCDR Nathan Cobaugh 

Records Officer �

For it was seven days spent in England, traveling 
to and fro on the mainland. My wife and I went to 
Chelsea, Cardiff, and Manchester. We stopped at 
Liverpool, Stratford-Upon-Avon, and Chester. 
Soccer games were seen from all but Stratford-
Upon-Avon, and Chester as well; the colorful lan-
guage that came as the fans cheered them on. 
Never before had I seen such enthusiasm in a sta-
dium, the money spent on food and stuff felt like 
gold pressed latinum. The most exciting game 
came from Manchester United; the weariness I felt 
from traveling was quickly abated. 
My camera I took with me, the shutter opening 
repeatedly. Scenes I captured on film as I waited 
eagerly. I had accumulated over 300 pictures be-
fore we got to London. One stop in particular I 
photographed was the Tower of London. Two and 
a half days we spent there in the Ramada Jarvis 
near Hyde Park. We toured the city and walked 



back through the 300+ acres of Hyde Park. Our 
legs were so tired from all the walking, yet we still 
managed to do some eating and talking. Several 
times we thought we would fall from exhaustion, 
we figured we should just ride the underground 
from the nearest station. The ‘tube’ they call it, we 
rode to Platform 9 ¾, and by the end of the day the 
only thing sore was our hindquarter. 
There was so much more we did, shopping, and 
touring, the next best thing was Harrods, which 
had a bar with chocolate gushing. A chocolate 
BAR with nothing but chocolate this and chocolate 
that, strawberries with chocolate and hot cocoa 
with a whipped cream hat. I had a croissant with 
melted chocolate; my sister-in-law had a brownie 
covered in melted chocolate. 
Other places we visited were Warwick Castle and 
the British Museum; we even went through the 
Manchester U. stadium. They call it the Trafford 
stadium there, I think; half the faucets they use 
have two in their sink. I visited the Beatles’ Story 
at Albert’s Dock; I didn’t even hear Big Ben’s 
tick-tock. Albert’s Dock is in Liverpool, I know, 
but London was the last place to go. The pictures I 
have can tell so much more, the beds over there 
made my back a bit sore. 
 
This is my security report; so do not start with a 
retort. This little ditty I wrote just for fun, right 
before Critch gets the newsletter done. Our recruit-
ing drive for the Hitchhiker’s movie was quite 
nice, the interesting part played by the mice. The 
best part of course was the whale, a newborn in the 
sky (no thanks to the improbability), plummeting 
downward learning about a new life, only to end 
up speaking “Hello ground, meet whale!” 
 
I think this shall be the end, before I hit ‘send’. So 
let me sign off with a cheer, ‘Happy Anniversary’ 
to the Maximillian, and no, that is not the Black 
Hole’s robot: Maximillian. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Top: Babs, Squirrely, Jonathon Frakes and Klingon at Vulkon 
Bottom: The Max, HP-Ohio, and assorted theatergoers at HGTTG 

Security Report Cont.  
LCDR Nathan Cobaugh 

Records Officer �

The Maximillian Kings Island Trip 
 

Saturday June 4, 2005 
 

Meet at Stringtown Rd. 
 Mcdonalds at 8am, or at the  

Eiffel Tower at Noon. 
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Celestial Viewpoint 
LCDR T’purr Meowran (a.k.a. Susan Moran) 

Chief Purser/Chief of Science �

Greetings and salutations to the crew and friends of the Maxi-
millian: 
 

 Operation Feed Report 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Max Operation 
Feed Food Drive.  We were able to contribute a total of 70 
meals!!  This year our contribution consisted or a $30 cash 
donation and 10 lbs. of food items. [1 lb. food = 1 meal, $1 = 2 
meals] Last year we contributed approximately 20 lbs. of food 
items, which translates to 20 meals.  So you see we effectively 
increased our contribution by 350%. Thank you, again for 
your support for this worthy cause.  I can hardly wait until next 
year’s food drive, I already of some ideas for friendly competi-
tion between ship departments. 
 

 Summer Recruiting Drive / Raffle 
The 2005 Summer Movie Recruiting Drive / Charity Raffle 
had a successful launch at the Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy 
premier.  We generated some interest in our organization and 
raised $7.00. 

U.S.S. Maximillian Trading Cards 
Phase I 

  
This month the persona cards continue with: 
 
Card 20: Zen who is a Vulpes Vulpes Sapien 
 
Card 21: Squick, Sidley’s Ferengi 
 
I have also had a good response for persona info. I am still 
waiting on persona pics and bios from Jackie, Ryan, Squirrelly, 
and Babs. Please see me ASAP to get this info in. 
 
Thanks, 
  
Gregory "Blobbin" Dunn 
 
P.S. I am taking ideas for subgroups in the MaxCards. Please 
e-mail me or see me if you have any suggestions. 

Musings from the Puddle 
VADM Gregory Dunn 
Inspector General �

Purser’s Report  
LCDR T’purr Meowran (a.k.a. Susan Moran) 

Chief Purser/Chief of Science �

Renewed Memberships 4/05: 
 Single Membership – Juliette Magera (3/06) 
   
New Memberships 4/05: 
 Single Membership – Steve Pompa (4/06) 
 Single Membership – Jeremy Krieg (4/06) 
 
 Membership expires in 3 months of less: 
 John Chubb (5/05) Beth Walters (6/05) 
 Robin Goldblum (5/05) Jim Walters (6/05) 
 Todd McDaniel (5/05)   
    
Memberships renewal past due 
 Melanie Brackney (4/05) Howard Stamm (4/05)
 Diane Stamm (4/05) Jamie Wilmoth (4/05) 

    
Expenses 
Contribution – Operation Feed $30.00 
 
 Misc. Income 
Max Snacks   $18.75 
MCAE1 Raffle     $  1.00 
Raffle @ Hitchhikers Guide $  7.00  
 
General Fund Charity Fund   
$631.65   $22.44 
MCAE1  Total Balance 
$22.00  $676.09 
 

 1Max Committee for Anniversary/Christmas Events 
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Meeting called to order @ 1715 hours 
Guests introduced: Katherine, Joseph from USS Lexington, new member Jeremy. 

Matt, Terry, Elaine, and the Stanleys arrive. 
No awards/promotions. 

 
 Officer Reports 

Captain: website updated w/ stories, meeting dates, etc. 
John Chubb arrives. 

First Officer: Not Present 
Records: Sci-fi marathon highlights, raffle for anniversary, song compositions, 

Treasury: Expense/ memberships/ Max merchandise (in newsletter), new raffle for 
Operation Feed, April is last month to donate to get raffle tickets. 

 
 Department Heads 

Shuttle Ops: talks about Columbus Zoo trip (highlights), new Dr. Who episode. 
Operations: Columbus Zoo comments on how the Drills mooned Databit, making 
music video with Squirrelly, Vulkon, Duran Duran, being GOH (guest) at Rocket 

City convention instead of Marcon. 
Engineering: Web host changed ownership, more comments on the zoo. 

Science: Space shuttle article in newsletter, ISS updates. 
Security:  Talks about Star Trek: Hidden Frontier and Section 31. 

Medical: News of Robot Chicken on cartoon network, and Star Wars. 
Todd: News of plant boxes and yard work. 

Mike Stanley: poked himself in the eye recently with a pencil? Affected by the 
news of the Pope. 

John Chubb and Nefaria: confusion. 
Jeremy: Nothing to say. 
Zen: (morale) is good. 

Jackie: recently got a new job. 
Ryan: Wexner Center showed original Godzilla April 2-3 

Zen acting for Blobbin. 
 

 Admiralty  
Matt: Flag ceremony plans, possible bowling league in the future for the Max? Or 

open bowling? 
Greg: defers to Elaine. 

Elaine: Randy is back to work some company going bankrupt? 
Greg: Original Honor award to be presented at Anniversary. DVD showing foot-
age from original start up location where the Max had begun, Brad’s Bookstore. 

Apparently Greg had to do the newsletter to help out, hence, The Blobbin Chroni-
cles, highlights content from newsletter. 

Sidenote: Critch and Skrit notice there are 22 attendants at the meeting. 
 

Guest Announcements 
The Lexington is doing a fan film, looking for people with CGI experience and 

volunteers, begins production in May, anticipated release in Dec. online, DVD in 
Jan. Events take place after STIV:Voyage Home, starshiplexington.com  
Larp: Gaming universe suggested by a new member on the Max boards. 

 
Committees 

Roleplaying: gaming date to be changed to April 30 at 1700 hrs. May gaming 
TBA online or at next meeting due to Marcon, Darth Tater shown to the crew. 

Calendar: prototype got a good response. To be presented in entirety at Anniver-
sary. 

Vegas: still checking on airfares, flea market fund raising? Bake sale? 
Anthology: will be completed and presented by Anniversary along with the 

(Continued on page 6) 

April Meeting Minutes � UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAY  
18) Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith 

20) Star Wars Raffle Drive 
21) CTS3 dress rehearsal 

27-29)Marcon 
 

JUNE 
4) Kings Island Trip 

5) Trek Putt VI 
11) Monthly Meeting—Member 

Packet Introduced 
17) Batman Begins Raffle Drive 

30, July 1, 2, 3) Origins Con 
 

JULY  
1) Red White and Boom 

8) Fantastic Four Raffle Drive 
9) Monthly Meeting 

 

 
 

Submissions to the June 2005 edition 
of the Mighty Max  

are due on June 6, 2005. 
Submit to  

Critchstarblade@gmail.com  
Or 614-284-4962 

 

 
 
 
 

Positions still open 
 

Armory Chief 
Chief of Communications 

Transporter Chief 
Counselor 
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writer’s bible. 
 

Old Business 
Member cards: finishing up the format, awaiting pictures. 
Digital Archive: all tapes catalogued, will be transferred 

from 8mm to VHS. 
Anniversary: see newsletter, insert, last minute interviews 

for DVD. 
(flag bearers: Charles, Terry, Nathan) 

Zoo comments: Critch got sick from the rain, good turnout. 
Upcoming conventions: Vulkon, Marcon, Cinema Waste-

land. 
Marcon: tables/ panels/ skit (cardboard tube samurai) 

Blobbin re-enacts the Twinkie. 
Kings Island- 1st Saturday of June 0800 hrs at McD’s on 
Stringtown Rd. as usual, otherwise 1300 hrs at the Eiffel 

Tower. 
Hitchhiker’s Guide- April 29 1730-1800 hrs. 

Final Episode Party at Jaydin’s, 1900 hrs. 
MaxOlympics- replacing August meeting 1200 hrs Whet-

stone. 
New member packet available in June. 

Columbus Destroyers game April 22 at Nationwide Arena. 
Monthly Dinner meeting: April 27, Texas Roadhouse on 

Hilliard Rome Rd. 1900 hrs. 
TrekPutt 6: June 5 1300 hrs. Galaxy Golf $10 

 
New Business 

Titan Book Contest: design the new USS Titan. (from the 
new TNG series after Nemesis book). 

Patch Contest: submissions for extra patches in store (to be 
discussed at a later date) 

Red, White and Boom: Annual fireworks downtown Colum-
bus. 

Star Wars party on May 18, watching Clone Wars before 
attending the 12:01 screening, 

Meeting called to a close @ 2000 hrs. 

K’Pinky and the Brain  
������������	�
���
	����������������

 
THE MAXIMILLIAN ONLINE  

Http://www.maximillian.org  
 

Pictures             Information 
Regulations              Stories 

 
Everything you need to know... 

April Meeting Minutes 
Continued... �
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Column for Greg 
Greg�
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Anniversary Special: 
The Incomplete Adventures of Ensign Bob 

VADM Gregory Dunn 
Inspector General �

paw.  REMEMBER, EVERYONE IS 
STILL FROZEN, STILL WAITING FOR 
ADMIRAL ROB TO GIVE THE WORD.  
Admiral Rob stands in awe at the sight be-
fore his eyes.  Toby proceeds to shred En-
sign Bob’s face with his claws.  Ensign Bob 
stands motionless, cursing under his breath.  
Toby then proceeds to shred Ensign Bob’s 
promotion orders. 
     The Vulcan, cracking a smile, says, in a 
totally out of character, “Aww, Look!  The 
kitty likes you!”  Rob says the word. 
     The Vulcan is drug out of the room to 
the brig for not waiting for the word.  En-
sign Bob is taken to sickbay, Admiral 
T’Kill is sedated, and Teela sat down in 
denial that the whole incident ever hap-
pened.  In effect, the fact that Ensign Bob 
was to be promoted was forever forgotten. 
     Admiral Rob forgot what he wanted to 
say and went back to his quarters, and Toby 
mozies on up to the bridge, sat down in the 
Captain’s chair to take the conn, reportingly 
having pointed his paw to the viewscreen, 
and having given his first order of 
“Meyow.” 
 
      The flight controller grinned madly and 
sped off wherever the heck he wanted to go, 
knowing full well that the worst that could 
happen was that he was going to get repri-
manded by a cat. 
     Later Ensign Bob died of trauma suf-
fered during the horrific attack of Toby, but 
due to back-up organs just like those pesky 
Klingons, he woke up in the torpedo tube.  
With much pomp and circumstance, the 
torpedo was launched into space.  Someone 
in the background was heard saying, “That 
Ensign Bob just dosen’t have any damned 
luck!” 
 

 TUNE IN SAME BOB-TIME, SAME 
BOB-COLUMN, SAME BOB-

NEWSLETTER TO SEE WHAT HAP-
PENS TO BOB NEXT TIME. 

�
�
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     That was the second segment in the con-
tinuing saga of Ensign Bob. 
 
      NOTE:  If offended by this story, don’t 
bug the Admiral or the Commodore, bug 
Capt. Greg “Blobbin” Dunn 

 
 

BLOBBIN’S STORY TIME 
FEATURING: 

The Amazing and Somewhat True Ad-
ventures of Ensign Bob: 

A Spoof 
 

 By Captain Greg “Blobbin” Dunn 
 

 PART III: THE SOMEWHAT HEROIC 
PROMOTION OF ENSIGN BOB  

 
      Ensign Bob has been waiting for this 
day for many weeks now.  He was finally 
ready to go before the promotion board to 
see if he would get promoted. 
     Since Ensign Bob’s amazing return from 
the temporal rift, he had the highly glamor-
ized job of waste management.  Ironically 
enough, while sifting through the waste on 
his waste management duties, he sifted 
through his cloned temporal body’s remains 
and didn’t even know it.  You can kind of 
say he touched himself.  But back to the 
story at hand. 
     He sat down in the chair in front of the 
review board, which consisted of RADM 
Turock T’Kill, CDR Tamak, and CDR 
Teela, all sitting behind a table, and oddly 
enough, a highly decorated cat sitting on the 
table.  Ensign Bob looked puzzled.  T’Kill 
jumped up, having spent half the day de-
vouring sugar coated reese’s peanut butter 
cups, and said “Congraaaaaduuuuulations, 
Ensign Bob!  Your promotion went 
through!  You have just been assigned to 
the fast paced, exciting, highly competitive, 
and highly rewarding job as Toby’s secre-
tary!” 
     At that instant, Admiral Rob walks into 
the room.  T’Kill, who is in a half-crazed 
stance of joy, calls “ATEN-HUT!” 
     Everyone stands and freezes perfectly 
still, not being able to move until Admiral 
Rob gives the word. 
     At this moment, the cat, who had never 
“aten-hutted,” gets up and walks over to 
Ensign Bob, and touches his nose with his 

BLOBBIN’S STORY TIME 
FEATURING: 

The Amazing and Somewhat True Ad-
ventures of Ensign Bob: 

A Spoof 
 

 By Captain Greg “Blobbin” Dunn 
 

 Editor’s Note: Due to a mix up with the 
wiped Nixon tapes, part one has gone miss-

ing. 
 

 PART II: HE RETURNS  
 

      Ensign Bob, who died in the great Blub-
berfest of ’96, was really a temporal clone 
of the real Ensign Bob.  It was amazing!  
What really happened was, that Ensign Bob 
was sitting there sipping his whiskey when 
the Sundance exploded, a huuuge bit of 
blubber flew toward his window. 
     Amazingly enough, at that exact moment 
of time, somebody on board their ship 
started up their weedwacker which whisked 
Ensign Bob into the future, replacing him 
with a temporal copy which no one really 
understands.  This temporal copy of Ensign 
Bob was sadly enough, when it’s life had 
just begun, squished in the great Blubber-
fest of ’96. 
     It took twelve surgeons, three transport-
ers, and twenty-four hours to identify and 
separate Ensign Bob from the rest of the 
blubberous mass.  While we were mourning 
the untimely demise of Ensign Bob, the real 
Ensign Bob was living out the life of 
Korben Dallas. 
     After saving the world from certain 
death from the big evil thing, he was 
whisked away back into his own time and 
space.   Unfortunately the ship was gone.  
But a floating oxygen tent sustained him 
long enough until another ship came along 
and saved him. 
     As soon as he realized he was on board 
the Delstar, he hung himself, drawn and 
quartered himself, and tried a warp core 
breach, but all of this failed.  Now Ensign 
Bob happily serves on the new USS Maxi-
millian in waste management. 
     Ensign Bob is quoted in saying about his 
ordeal “Damn, this sucks!  I could have 
been with a girl in some alternate universe, 
but instead, what do I get out of all this?  
Nuttin!” 
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Journey Beyond the Stars  
RELEASED! �

     One of the current captain’s, as well as 
Admiral Rob Lyon’s dreams have be-
come reality this month with the release 
of the U.S.S. Maximillian’s first anthol-
ogy: “Journey beyond the stars”. 
     Bound and printed by cafepress, JBTS 
is 463 pages long, and includes a multi-
tude of stories, adventures, historical 
documents, and other bits of information 
by members of the Maximillian.  Com-
piled by Chris Stephenson, edited by 
Susan Moran, and with artwork by Greg-
ory Dunn, Overload, Squirrelly, and 
Sarah Moran, it truly is a work of art, and 
something unique to all of fandom. 
     The book begins with a look back at 
the distant past of the Max, with a cut 
from the 5th anniversary newsletter.  
Soon after, printed in it’s entirety for the 
first time anywhere, is Rob Lyon’s origi-
nal story, “The Sacrifice”, detailing the 
demise of the original Nebula class Maxi-
millian, and the events surrounding it.  A 
rarely seen adventure of how John Chubb 
came aboard the Maximillian is next up, 
only published once in a 1996-1997 era 
newsletter, but discovered in time for 

publication. 
     Of course, all throughout the anthol-
ogy is the complete collection of Maxi-
millian cards, circa May 2005, created by 
Gregory Dunn.  They are in black and 
white, as opposed to their original color, 
but they are readable, and you will be 
able to see the personas of most of the 
Maximillian. 
     There are five Maximillian stories 
from the current era, four by Captain 
Chris Stephenson and one by Lieutenant 
Overload.  They detail the plight of Cap-
tain Kelvok, his fight against giant plant 
creatures, and what led to the change in 
captaincy.  They also introduce most of 
the present cast, including Overload, 
Skrit, Jaydin, and the rest.  Jaydin and 
Skrit, as well as Squirrelly, get stories all 
their own. 
     There is more than just Trek fiction 
here.  Commander Robin Goldblum has 
created several short stories that are defi-
nitely worth reading.  From a strange café 
in the middle of nowhere to a Vampire 
love story, there are some great original 
works in here. 

       The artwork cannot go without 
mention.  Admiral Gregory Dunn has 
created the aforementioned cards, as 
well as beautiful cover artwork.  
Overload “Babs” has put together 
some drawings of her fursona, as well 
as collaborating with Squirrelly on 
pictures of herself and the tiny Da-
tabit, her companion. 
     There are also some pictures of 
Maximillian get-togethers and trips, 
such as when members of the Maxi-
millian went to the zoo, and met Wil-
liam Shatner and Jonathon Frakes. 
     The Maximillian Anthology 
“Journey Beyond the Stars” is an 
original and unique take on fandom 
and the creative people found there.  It 
is now on sale through the Maximil-
lian for $25.00, and is worth every 
penny.  Hours of good reading are 
found within it’s pages. 
     For those interested, there are fu-
ture fictional works coming out from 
the Maximillian.  Look for “Beyond 
the Final Frontier” and our Writers 
bible, coming soon. 
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Episode Three “Best since Empire Strikes Back” 
Todd McCarthy, Daily Variety 

The Force returns with most of its original 
power regained in "Star Wars: Episode 
III -- Revenge of the Sith." Concluding 
entry in George Lucas’s second three-pack 
of space epics teems with action, drama 
and spectacle, and even supplies the odd 
surge of emotion, as young Anakin Sky-
walker goes over to the Dark Side and the 
stage is set for the generation of stories 
launched by the original "Star Wars" 28 
years ago. Whatever one thought of the 
previous two installments, this dynamic 
picture irons out most of the problems, 
and emerges as the best in the overall se-
ries since "The Empire Strikes Back." 
Stratospheric B.O is a given. 

Indeed, "Sith" looks likely to follow the 
commercial pattern of the initial trilogy, 
wherein the second edition, "Empire," dipped 
considerably from the first, only to see the 
third, "Return of the Jedi," bounce back 
closer to the level of "Star Wars." In the case 
of the most recent set, "The Phantom Men-
ace" grossed $921 million worldwide 
(slightly more coming from foreign territo-
ries than from the U.S.), while "Attack of the 
Clones" slipped to a $647 million worldwide 
cume. There's little doubt "Sith" will signifi-
cantly improve on the latter figure. 

Everyone who has followed the "Star Wars" 
saga over the years will come to this film 
knowing that it all has to pay off here: the 
transformation from Anakin into Darth Va-
der, the face-off between Anakin/Vader and 
his mentor Obi-Wan Kenobi, the morphing 
of the Republic into the Empire, the exile of 
Yoda and Padme's birth of the twins Luke 
and Leia, siblings who become the central 
figures in episodes 4-6. 

Given the general awareness of what's going 
to happen, it's up to Lucas to make it excit-
ing. Despite fans' varying degrees of loss of 
faith that set in with "Menace" and "Clones," 
most will be inspired enough to believe 
again. 

As if deliberately setting out to reassert his 
mastery over his iconic creation, Lucas opens 
with an amazing shot of his two Jedi 
Knights, Obi-Wan Kenobi (Ewan McGregor 
and Anakin (Hayden Christensen, threading 
their little spaceships through an extraordi-

nary maze of explosions and airborne craft. 

In fact, the initial 23 minutes virtually constitute 
one eye-popping action sequence, as the Jedis 
fight an assortment of battles to rescue the kid-
napped Chancellor Palpatine (Ian McDiarmid) 
from the clutches of the skeletal separatist Gen-
eral Grievous. 

When things settle down to reunite Anakin with 
Padme, who announces she's pregnant after the 
idyllic secret wedding that climaxed "Clones," 
one is briefly reminded of Lucas' shortcomings 
as a writer and director of intimate, one-on-one 
scenes. But it's a minor problem here, as the 
dynamic of onrushing events soon becomes all-
enveloping, and several interconnected conflicts 
are brought to a head. 

As was not always the case the last two times 
out, Lucas' storytelling sense is admirable as he 
lays out the growing schism between the Jedi 
council -- which supports the Republic -- and 
the Chancellor, who has been granted excep-
tional powers in the current crisis. 

Caught in the middle is Anakin, trained all his 
life by Obi-Wan to be an exemplary Jedi, but 
suddenly plagued by dreams of his wife's death 
in childbirth, offended by the Council's refusal 
to grant him master status and susceptible to the 
Chancellor's promise that only through the at-
tainment of dark powers can he save his wife. 

As Anakin stews, Jedis led by Obi-Wan attack 
General Grievous, which occasions more spec-
tacular lightsaber fights (the movie is full of 
them). When Jedi Knight Mace Windu (Samuel 
L. Jackson, finally given something to do) at-
tacks the Chancellor after learning he's a Sith 
Lord, Anakin must decide once and for all 
where his allegiance lies, his ultimate choice 
pitting him tragically against those closest to 
him, Padme and Obi-Wan. 

Picture's final hour is steeped in apocalyptic 
imagery, tragic pop mythology and effective 
cross-cutting, as Yoda takes on the Chancellor 
at the same time Anakin/Vader engages in fero-
cious combat with Obi-Wan. 

Resolution of the latter is significantly gorier 
than anything previously seen in the "Star Wars" 
sextet, thereby earning the series' first PG-13 
rating. It also results in the transfixing final 

metamorphoses of Anakin into 
the black hooded-and-caped Va-
der unseen since the initial tril-
ogy, an emergence dramatically 
contrasted with the birth of the 
twins. 

Entertaining from start to finish 
and even enthralling at times, 
"Sith" has some acting worth 
writing home about, specifically 
McDiarmid's dominant turn as the 
mastermind of the evil empire. 
McGregor remains a steady pres-
ence, and both Portman and 
Christensen have loosened up 
since "Clones" to acceptable, if 
hardly inspired, levels. Expres-
siveness of the digitally animated 
Yoda, voiced as always by Frank 
Oz, is amazing. 

The technical achievement here is 
on such a high level that one is 
lulled into taking it for granted. 
Neither of the digitally shot recent 
episodes has looked consistently 
great, but this one does. 

Perhaps this is the moment to 
remember it was the original 
"Star Wars," modest budget and 
all, that forever raised the bar and 
set the standard for the new gen-
eration of special and visual ef-
fects (a taste of "Star Wars" decor 
is provided by a reproduction of 
the gleaming white interior of the 
escaping Jedis' spacecraft). Com-
poser John Williams also seems 
to have put extra effort into his 
virtually continuous score, which 
increasingly invests familiar 
themes with darker and richer 
tones. 
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Trek Galaxy and the U.S.S. Maximillian are proud to announce Trek Putt Six, the sixth anniver-
sary of central Ohio’s only Star Trek charity putt-putt tournament. 
 
Returning to the Galaxy Games and Golf on Interchange just off of Wilson Rd on June 5th, Trek 
Putt VI: The Undiscovered Course will take place from 1pm to 4pm.  As has been the case with 
past Trek Putts, the event will start with a brief introductory period, then the championship will be 
played out.  A new twist on the standard tournament is applied, with all 4 putters on each team 
taking turns, switching off after each hit.  When you hit, you can try to knock your teammate’s 
ball off course, or out of the way.  The winner from each team will advance to a “Best-Ball” win-
ner take all elimination tournament to claim the title of Trek Putt champion!  Afterward there will 
be an awards ceremony, which, as every year, we give out our prizes, and then our brand new 
“mystery raffle”  After the awarding of prizes, there will be our customary skeeball tournament.  
All Events Weather Permitting.   
 
Admission to Trek Putt Five will be $10.00, and that price includes pizza, drinks, tokens, a round 
of golf, and entry into all tournaments held. 
 
 
Trek Galaxy puts on Trek Putt and other events every year.  It was started in 1999 by Chris Ste-
phenson as a means of uniting fandom in a way that had not been done before, by offering a web-
site, http://www.trekgalaxy.org, which has a listing of every group in Ohio and every Star Trek 
related event coming up in our area, by sending out a free email of information every few weeks, 
and by the charity events.  Trek Putt is our oldest, and a few years ago we began a new charity 
event in the fall, a Star Trek bowling tournament called Trek Bowl.  From these events we have 
raised a total of over a thousand dollars for charities such as the Red Cross, Toys for Tots, and the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption.  For information on joining our mailing list, visit trekgal-
axy.org or email critch@maximillian.org 
 

TREK PUTT VI: THE UNDISCOVERED COURSE 
Presented by Trek Galaxy and the U.S.S. Maximillian. 
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